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The Brocken was commissioned by Lea Shaw in 2025 for And when the light returned, I,
transfigured, awoke, with funding from Creative Scotland.

Instrumentation

Voice (Bb3 - Abs)
Piano

Duration

C.5'30"

Programme Note

Brocken spectres are magnified, enormous shadows cast in mid air on clouds opposite
stronglights, the basis of ghost stories and legends. The Brocken mountain in Germany,
where these spectres are common phenomenon, is the highest peak in the Harz mountain
range. Subalpine, but with a microclimate resembling mountains far higher, it has long been
connected with folklore, Faust, and witchcraft.

Our Brocken draws on suspicion and conviction, a seeing of your rational spectre but gut-
knowing something is amiss. Written for and with Lea Shaw, The Brocken follows the
protagonist up a mountain, tracking an elusive shadow always a step ahead.



Rylan Gleave
he/him
address all questions to; rylangleave @gmail.com

www.rylangleave.com
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